January 7, 2024
First Presbyterian Church
Baptism of the Lord Sunday

We Gather in God’s Name

Chiming of the Trinity

Prelude Lord, | Want to Be a Christian arr. Bish

Traditional American

Welcome Rev. Maxwell Michaels

We Worship Together

*Call to Worship Elder Charlene Tillman
God spoke the creative Word into the formless void.

The cosmos cries, “Glory!”

From the wilderness, God brought forth new life and liberation.

The plants and animals that inhabit the wild places cry, “Glory!”

A messenger in the wilderness brings good news.
God’s people cry, “Glory!”

In baptism, we are united to God through Jesus Christ.
With all of creation, we cry “Glory!”

*Hymn 612 We Praise You, O God KREMSER
Invitation to Confession (the congregation is seated)

The One who was without sin received the baptism of repentance so
that we who have sinned may be covered by his righteousness. The
Spirit enables us to tell the truth of our brokenness, assured already of
the grace we know in Jesus Christ. Let us confess together:

Prayer of Confession

God of all glory, you look from heaven and see us as we are - not worthy
to kneel at your feet, not ready to welcome your way. Creating God, we
cannot look at our lives, our communities, or the world around us without
seeing the fractures and brokenness that reflect the reality of sin. You
created the earth and called it good, but it now groans, awaiting
redemption and re-creation under the weight of our greed, abuse, and
carelessness. Forgive us, gracious God. In Christ, stoop down to save us;
loosen the ties that bind us to sin and set us free to love and serve you; in
Jesus' name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

The heavens part, the waters swirl, and the dove descends, reminding us that
we, too, are God’s beloved children. We are covered by God’s grace and
forgiven in Jesus Christ. Amen!

Sharing the Peace of Christ

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us now greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

*Holy Interruption We greet our neighbors in Christ s love
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.

We Receive God’s Word

Prayer for lllumination

Old Testament Reading Psalm 29
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading Mark 1:4-11

This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God!

Message “Take Me to the River” Rev. Maxwell Michaels

*Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn 288 Spirit of the Living God LIVING GOD

Minute for Missions Desiree Tolson

Announcements

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Anthem For the Beauty of the Earth Burkhardt

*Doxology Hymn All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night TALLIS’ CANON
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here

below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

Sacrament of Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Elements

Communion Music

Prayer after Communion

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn 297 In Christ Called to Baptize ST. DENIO

*Benediction

*Benediction Response Go, My Children, With My Blessing
Chancel Choir AR HYD Y NOS

*Postlude March Purcell
Please wait until the end of the benediction response by the choir before exiting.

*Those who are able, please stand as directed at the items marked with an asterisk



The Church This Week (1/7/2024)
Today 10:00 aam.  Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  Worship
5:30 p.m.  Called Session Meeting
6:00 p.m. Youth
Mon. 8:30 a.m. MMO
Wed. 8:30 a.m. MMO
3:15 p.m. Fun Program
6:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thurs.  10:00 a.m. Giving Ministry Team
6:30 p.m. Mission Outreach
Sun. 10:00 a.m.  Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  Worship

Prayer List as of January 7, 2024
Gerry & Bobby Rogers

Ina Coggeshall

Gray & Bea Sloop

Bennie and Benny Lou Moore

Beth O’Neal

Bobbie Jones

Keller Smith

Dr. Sue Arledge and her husband, Bob

Ll The sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. For individuals
with hearing aids, please activate your T-coil to utilize this feature. Spare

headsets are also available.

Installation of Elders — Sunday, January 14, 2024.

Consecration Sunday with a catered meal on Sunday, January 28, 2024.

Communion Music

Jesus Paid It All, by Hayes

I hear the Savior say: Thy strength indeed is small. Child of weakness, watch and pray;
Find in me thine all in all.” Refrain: Jesus paid it all; All to Him | owe. Sin had left a
crimson stain; He washed it white as snow.

And when before the throne | stand in Him complete, “Jesus died my soul to save,” My
lips shall still repeat. (Refrain)

Let us Break Bread Together, African American Spiritual

Let us break bread together on our knees, on our knees. Let us break bread together on
our knees, on our knees. When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord,
have mercy on me.

Breathe on Me, Breath of God, by Jackson

Breathe on me, breath of God, Fill me with life a-new, That | may love what Thou dost
love, and do what Thou wouldst do.

Desiree is the Children's Counselor/Advocate. She has been with New
Beginnings since 2017 and is dedicated to making sure each child heals from
the trauma of Domestic Violence. Desiree provides individual and group
counseling to the children that we serve. She facilitates parenting groups and
parent and child bonding groups, as well as, creates activities for family
bonding with the survivors that reside here at the transitional shelter. Prior to
her position at New Beginnings, Desiree spent several years working with
victims at Pee Dee Coalition's Emergency Shelter and has been an asset to the
organization. Desiree earned and received her Bachelor's Degree in Business
Administration/Leadership from Liberty University this past May, and is
presently working on her Master's Degree in Human Service
Counseling/Parent and Child and Adolescents Development.

Session of First Presbyterian Church

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025
Gina Goddard Marietta Melton Burch Kelli Beck

John Joyce Cathy Chapman Avery Dickson
Christie McLeod Dan Tillman, 11 Mary Jane Evans
Calvin Phillips Jean Page Watson

Charlene Tillman

The Church Staff

Rev. Maxwell Michaels, Pastor

Mrs. Carolyn S. West, Secretary

Mr. James W. Kendall, Sexton

Mrs. Arnetha Kendall, Housekeeper

Mrs. Mary Gulledge, Miss Eve Nobles, Nursery

Mrs. Mary Louise Baker, Music Director, DCE

Mrs. Kim Brabham, Director MMO
Mrs. Paige Coates, MMO
Mrs. Sally Powell, MMO

Mission Partners
Mr. Mark Hare/ Mrs. Jenny Bent, Costa Rica
Mrs. Ellen Smith, (mission co-worker) Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, Poland

Our Vision

Rooted by God’s Grace,
Growing in the Spirit,
Reaching Out with Christ’s Love

Sunday, January 7, 2024

First Presbyterian Church
300 Market Street
PO Box 552
Cheraw, SC 29520
(843) 537-7474
Email:info@firstprescheraw.org
www.cherawfpc.org



http://www.cherawfpc.org/



